[image: logo]


Memorial Hall, Brook Hill, Little Waltham, Chelmsford  CM3 3LS 

Tel: 07718278917
Dear Parents/ Guardian

This Term we have had a very enjoyable time with the children and our Topic of ‘Winter’. We have looked at a world map & globe, pointing-out the cold regions of the world, and discussed various kinds of winter clothing, at the same time pairing-up items such as gloves and footwear, including the benefits of reflective clothing.

After we had explained how careful we have to be when there is snow and ice around, we took the children outside in their winter clothes looking for signs of winter and we even found some icicles which caused great excitement amongst the children! The children also enjoyed making snowmen and footprints in the snow, listening for the ‘crunching’ sounds as they made them, and watching their warm breath in the cold air!

Inside, the children have shown their creativity in many ways, for example by making snowmen, winter vegetable printing, growing a carrot, making heart-shaped cookies for Valentines Day and pretending to ski and be snowflakes. We have also made Hot Chocolate and Vegetable Soup with the children, and they particularly enjoyed watching the blender at work!

The Rising 5's have enjoyed finding out more about squirrels and then they had great fun pretending to be squirrels in the different seasons; so they looked for nuts, hid them and then hibernated in their burrows. This was good for the children’s language and communication as they experienced lots of new and unusual words; it also gave them a greater understanding of animals in their natural habitat. 

	Next Term our Topic will be ‘Rockets and Space’. As the children have already shown a great interest in this theme, we will therefore endeavour to further the children’s development by including shapes, measurement and colours. 




February 2012


Important Information 
Change of address and telephone numbers:
Please make sure you have informed us of any changes in your address and/or telephone numbers, and that a written copy is given to the staff as soon as possible.

I am sure there are few parents who are not up to date with their telephone numbers.  Please understand that if we have an emergency and have  to contact you the up to date contact is very important.



	New children/Staff 

A Warm welcome to Reuben and Dulkith and their families to our setting.  They will be starting with us next week. We hope you will enjoy your time with us.  
 
Warm welcome to Lisa Dorrell who will be joining us as the Leader from 27th of February and I will resume my Deputy Leader responsibilities. 





	Forthcoming events - We are for the moment still fundraising for the tables we ordered last month. This is due to our need becoming urgent before the full amount had been raised.
March 10th – Traditional Indian Evening (Homemade Traditional Indian food and entertainment). Tickets are very limited and £15 each. Please Contact Clare Anstead or any member of the committee for more information.
March 28th – Easter Fayre. Keep your eyes peeled for more information nearer the time.




Topic for the coming 6 weeks.

As part of the learning experience children’s interests are taken in to consideration and for last few weeks of Observation we have come up with these topics.  
	Weeks   		  Topic			Letter of the week	Number of the week

20-24th February	  Rocket and Space                   r                                  16
                                      Shapes 

27-2nd March                Rocket and space                  s                                   17
 Continued

5-9th March                   Holi an Indian festival of      t                                   18
                                      Colour

12-16th March               Mothering Sunday                 u                                  19
                                      Growing bulbs

19-23rd March               Colours                                  v                                   20

26-29th March               Easter                                     w                          numbers 1-20




Children can bring in items related to the topics, letter of the week and number to school. Please continue to encourage children to talk about what they have done at preschool, it may be a brief conversation, as this encourages children to think about the immediate past and improve their communication skills.  If any one of you have any expertise on any of the above topics please come and extend it to our children and staff. 

	
A Big Thank You to every one for replenishing our Art and Craft box for the coming term. 







Mercy, Laura, Kimberley, Laura, Claire and Carol




A message from the Committee.
Fundraising for the first half of this year has been phenomenal and the support we have had is amazing. We would like to thank each and every person who has helped out; whether it be making cakes for us to sell or manning a stall at the autumn fair. Our fundraising activities are vital to the continued growth and improvement of our Pre-School. Without these events and donations, we could not buy the equipment or supplies we need for sessions, nor would we be able to offer such brilliant and affordable early years education, which of course is our main aim. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Coming up during the next half term we have our much anticipated ‘Traditional Indian Night’ on 10th March. Mercy has very kindly rallied some support and will be working hard with them to provide some outstanding traditional Indian food for you and your friends to come along and enjoy. Tickets are £15 each and cover the cost of your Dinner and a traditional Indian dancer. We are not providing drinks of any kind so please bring your own. Tickets are on sale now, please call Clare Anstead on 07767 890184. Spaces are very limited so please don’t delay too long. The money raised from the Indian evening will be used to pay for the fabulous new tables we have had delivered.
After that we’ll be having our Spring / Easter Fair on 28th March. Details of this will be available soon.
Don’t forget you can check the ‘Dates for your Diary’ page on our website (www.littlewalthampreschool.org.uk) for all these events and more.
We are always keen to hear new fundraising ideas, so if you have any could you please let us know?
And finally before I bore you silly, do you have any funny stories about strange or funny things your children have said or done that you would be happy for us to commit to print? We would be thrilled to hear them and receive your permission to share them on, so please speak to a member of the committee if you’d like to see your story immortalised.

A big thank you once again for your continued support of Little Waltham Pre-School, and of course a massive thank you to the girls who work so hard every day. Last, but by no means least, I would like to extend a very heartfelt welcome to Lisa Dorrell who will be joining us very soon.

For and on behalf the committee
Clare Anstead
Vice Chair

TERM DATES 2011-2012
Spring 2 			First day back -Monday 20th February- 
Last Day -Thursday 29th March 
				(Staff Training Day Friday 30th March 2012)

Easter Holidays		Monday 2nd April – Friday  13th April
Summer 1			Monday 16th April – Friday 1st June
First day back Monday  16th April – 
Last Day 1st June 2012
Half Term 			Monday 4th -8th June 

Summer 2			Monday 11th June-Thursday 19th July.
image1.jpeg
PreSchool




