[image: image1.jpg]PreSchool





Dear Parents/ guardians

Another term is ending again with yet more changes in our setting! This term we sadly said ‘goodbye’ to Samantha in November and also to Gemma, whose last working day was 14th December 2011.  I am sure you will all join me in wishing her all the best with her Dancing School and its progress.  

Curriculum – This term children enjoyed a variety of activities covering various different topics. We would really like to get some feedback from parents about the activities and topics we are doing. Especially if you can think of any other particular topics which your child enjoys or is interested in.  

This term children enjoyed a few autumn walks, collecting items like leaves of different sizes and shapes; talking about them to encourage their ‘communication’ & ‘knowledge and understanding of the world’ skills, as well as using them for art and crafts in order to encourage and develop their creativity. May we take this opportunity to say “thank you very much” to Mr Stacey (Peter’s dad) for bringing-in his ‘BIG TRACTOR’ for our children to explore.  The photos are evidence as to how much children enjoyed it!

Festivals – During this term we have helped the children take part in, and learn more about, Diwali, Halloween, Fireworks and Children In Need.  The children enjoyed exploring different costumes and artefacts from India during Diwali week, as well as making chappaties and coconut macaroons; for Halloween we carved a pumpkin at school, made soup with the pumpkin flesh and enjoyed art and crafts at the autumn fair; and this year our Children In Need fund raising was very successful – children particularly enjoyed being the ‘shop keeper’ and selling cakes to grown ups!  

A few points to remember: Winter is here and so could you please ensure that your child has their winter accessories - preferably with their name in them. With regard to ‘Footwear’, please can you make sure your child has a pair of wellington boots with them as well as Plimsolls to wear inside the hall if their shoes get dirty and wet. Can we please also remind you that during Thursday sessions we are preparing the children for their next step towards primary school, and the request from Reception Teacher is that we help prepare the children for PE; so can you please make sure that they remember to have their PE kit with them every Thursday. 

We will be giving children some simple books to take home as part of our work with rising 5’s to encourage them with their reading.  Please spare few minutes with your child looking at pictures and  if your child is interested few simple words. 

Winter weather
In the event of extreme weather conditions, please check our website for information on any potential closures.

Topic for the coming Term (January-February) 

Our topic for next term will be ‘Winter’ and detailed planning for this will follow later…

We wish you all a very happy Christmas and New year and see you all back on the 4th of January 2012.  Have a nice holiday.

Many Thanks

Mercy, Laura, Lucy and Kimberly

